INTRODUCTION
The primary reservoir for actinomycetes classified in the genus Nocardia is thought to be the soil. The classical method of isolating nocardiae from this habitat is the paraffin baiting technique (Gordon & Hagan, 1936) . This method, employing glass rods coated with paraffin wax which dip into a carbon-free medium inoculated with soil suspensions, has been used to demonstrate the presence of Nocardia asteroides, N. brasiliensis and N. caviae in soils of the U.S.A. Laboratory strains of Nocardia were tested for their in vitro susceptibility to 52 antimicrobial agents (Goodfellow & Orchard, I 9743 in an attempt to highlight those compounds which could be useful for the selective isolation of nocardiae from natural habitats. The present study reports the use of media containing antibiotics capable of supporting high numbers of nocardiae with few bacterial contaminants.
METHODS

Media.
The basal medium was Diagnostic Sensitivity Test Agar (DST; Oxoid, CM261) supplemented with the antifungal antibiotics Actidione (Upjohn) and Mycostatin (Squibb), each at a concentration of 50 ,ug/ml. Sterile aqueous solutions of chlortetracycline hydrochloride (Lederle), demethylchlortetracycline hydrochloride (Lederle) and methacycline hydrochloride (Pfizer) were added to the basal medium to give final concentrations of 45, 5 and 10 pglml, respectively. The antibacterial antibiotics were used singly or in combination to determine which supported the highest number of Nocardia-like bacteria (Table I) .
Soils. Six different soil samples were collected and stored at 4 "C before testing for the presence of nocardiae.
Preparation of soil suspensions. For each sample the initial dilution was prepared by adding I g of soil to 10 ml of sterile 25 yo (v/v) strength Ringer's solution. The 10-1 dilutions were shaken for 30 min on a Griffin flask shaker (Griffin & George Ltd, Manchester) at setting 8. After agitation, I ml of each soil suspension was pipetted into 9 ml of diluent to give a I O -~ dilution. Surface spread plates were made by spreading 0 -1 ml of the 10-l and I o -~ soil suspensions over dried DST plates containing the various antibacterial antibiotics, and over control plates containing the antifungal agents only. The plates were incubated at 25 "C and examined after 7, 14, and 2 1 days.
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R E S U L T S A N D DISCUSSION
Colonies with a pink to red stroma, covered to a greater or lesser extent with white aerial hyphae, were recovered on all but the control plates. Purified isolates were found to be Gram-positive, partially acid-fast, non-mo tile and produced a primary mycelium which fragmented into pleomorphic elements. Ten randomly selected strains were found to contain lipid LCN-A and had a type IV wall. All of these properties are consistent with the classification of the isolates in the genus Nocardia (Cross & Goodfellow, 1973) . The number of nocardiae occurring in the different soils is shown in Table I .
Over IOO randomly selected isolates were examined for properties considered to be diagnostic for nocardiae. With a few minor exceptions strains were resistant to lysozyme, reduced nitrate to nitrite and degraded allantoin and urea, but were unable to hydrolyse casein, hypoxanthine, keratin, tyrosine or xanthine. This pattern of reactions is consistent with their classification in the Nocardia asteroides complex (Cross & Goodfellow, I 973). Although strains of N. brasiliensis and N . caviae have yet to be recognized, laboratory cultures of these bacteria grow well on all of the media used in this study.
It is now generally recognized that most of the media recommended for the selective isolation of actinomycetes favour streptomycetes, and are probably quite unsuitable for the detection of other taxa. The media used in this study support the growth of nocardiae but inhibit other actinomycetes.
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